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I COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. ■ " ; 

?• improvements in Portable Armour Shields. 

I Michel Pktktjs Joseph us Egiimps La Fontun, of Onde . Scheveningsche 
weg 124, Sehcveuingeii, Holland, of no occupation, do hereby declare the 
nnhim of this invention and in what manner the same is to be performed, to 
be particularly described and ascertained in and by the following statement: — 

5 Tlds invention relates to armour shields for military purposes. 

The invention has for its main object to provide an improved portable armour 
shield wbioh enables a soldier to approach and attack enemy trenches, 
barricades and the like, to destroy or to make wire entanglements, ete. with 
practically full protection against rifle and machine-gun fire, shrapnel-bullets 

10 and the like, und which can also be employed as- a protection during retreat, 
without in any way encumbering the movements of the man, whose body is 
protected by the shield. Furthermore the shield according to this invention 
tan be sot up by itself as a bullet-proof screen, and can be used as a. band 

IS Arinour shields are known which consist of a flat metal plate pierced -with 
• sight, apertures and loop holes, and mounted on wheels and having stays or 
struts by which they may bo supported in position, these also serving for 
handles when they are used as a stretcher. 

Armour shields are also known which only cover the breast, the head being 
20 covered by » supplementary, separate shield. Armour shields of this kind 
however are very unpractical owing to the fact that the breast and head shields 
are not rigidly connected, so that blows against the head shield cause hurt or 
injury to the face. Furthermore these shields fit closely to the body, so that 

'' 11 '-on account of 


According to this invention the sliield consists of a curved plate 01 approxi- 
mately four feet height, preferably made of % inch diamond-steel. 
• The sight apertures or loop holes in the screen can' be closed by means of 
flaps, slides or the like and which servo for observation, as rifle apertures, 
SO a»d aft passages for the hands and fore nrtlis during the operation of making 
or clipping wire entanglements. 

Means are provided for carrying the shield on the shoulders and keeping it 
at the required distance from the body and knees, in order that the man 
who c&ri'ks it is not in imy way encumbered in his movements- Means are 
35 also provided for supporting the shield freely at approximately the normal 
height of a man, so that it can serve as a kind of free screen or guard for 
exposed sentries and the like. 

In cases of retreat, the aim our can easily be carried on the back, so that 
the same protection against rifle ballets, raachine-gmi fire and shrapnel -is 
40 obtained as during attack. In order to complete the armour, Ihe soldiers ^ 
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cau be provided with £ inch leg guards, preferably made of diamoiid-steel, 
which can be easily turned from" the front to the back of the legs in ease 
of retreat. _ ... 

Tbe invention is illustrated in the -accompanying drawings, in winch. : 
Figure! is u vertical longitudinal section of tbe sbield carried by a soldier 5 
on his shoulders. 

Figure 2 is a plan view thereof. . * 

Figure 3 is a slightly reduced. perspective view, showing the shield set up 
as a stationary screen. 

Figure 4 is a front elevation showing the shield set up on o'no of its longer 10 
edges, various parts being omitted in this view for the sake of clearness. 

Figures 5 and 0 are enlarged views of details. 

In the drawings, 1 designates the body portion of the shield, consisting of 
n curved plate, preferably made at diamond-steel, and of approximately four 
feet height and a maximum width of two feet. If desired the plate may be 10 
made of tungsten-nickel steel or the like, but must then be somewhat thicker 
in order to give as good protection as diamond-steel plate. 

3 is n sdot or peeu-hole partly envnrod )it the outside of the shield by a 
downwardly incli tied metal strip 3, rivettcd or otherwise connected to the plate 
in -such a. manner that bullets are prevented from passing through said slot. 20 
In order to prevent upwardly directed bullets or shell splinters from .enter- • 
iug the slot a sui upwardly iiicliuod motal strip -4 is attached to the. plate 1, 
some distance below the bole 2. • 

5, 5 and 6 (Figures 1, 8 and -4) are rifle apertures, and 7, 7 are holes for 
passing through the hand and fore aims in clipping wire entanglements. It 25 
will he seen that the holes 7 cim also be used ns rifle apertures. 

Tbe holes 0, ti and 7< can be opened- and closed by means of Haps, shutters, 
or slides 8, which cau be fixed by moans of wing-nuts 9 or the like (Figure 6). 
It will be seen, that in using the shield, it is possible to fire safely in an upright, 
kneeling ur recumbent position. SO 

10, 10 are shoulder-pieces which fit upon the man's shoulder and by means 
of which the shield is easily carried. They are removably nnd adjustably 
attached to the plate 1 by means of a pin and slot connection, bayonet-joint or 
the like (Figure S), so that the shield can he used by men of various heights. 
11, 11 are distance-pieces adapted to engage the sword-belt and keep the 35 
lower part of the shield at the required distance from tbe body and knees, so 
that the soldier can easily march while currying tbe sbield. These distance- 
pieces arc removably and adjustably attaebefl to the plate 1 in a similar 'way 
to the shoulder-pieces 10. 

Inside the shield vertical rods 13 are provided at both sides and are slidable 40 
in tubular guides or the like, so that they can be pushed out as' shown in 
Figure 3 in case it is desired to use* the shield as a stationary upright ' screen 
(Figure 3). 

Supporting rods or struts 13 are provided for the same purpose, and the 
upper portions are adjustable in slots 14. 1 45" 

These rods are made in sections articulated at 15 and '16; so that the rods 
can be folded against the inside of the shield (Figure 1). By '-unfolding the 
supporting rods 13 and hooking them into brackets 17 tliey can be made to 
serve,, with the rods 12, after removal of the shoulder and distance pieces, as 
bandies in case it is desired to use tbe shield as a litter. r .50 

Supporting rods or struts 18 are connected by means of ball-joints to the 
upper and lower edges of the sbield (Figures 1, 2, 3, ami 4) and cari be placed 
in position as shown in Figure 4 in case it is desired to use the shield as." a 
screen for two or three recumbent men. 

For transport the shoulder- and distance pieces can be removed, so that any 55 
number of shields can easily be packed, . fitting one against the other. . 
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If desired handles such as 20 (Figaros 1 and 3) may he arranged at the 
inside or outside of the shield. 

Having now psjitiouhuly described and uswsrtaiaed the naturo ot my said 
invention and in what maimer the same is to bo performed, I declare that 
5 what I claim is : — 

1. An armour shield intondod lo he earWeil by and' in front of or behind the 
body, and capable of being placed upright on supports or lying on one of sts 
longer sides, and also adapted for use as a hand litter, said shield consisting 
of a curved plate provided with peep-holes (.2) suitably protected by metal 
10 slops (8 and 4) nud with rifle npcrturea and urui holes (5, U, 7,) adapted to he 
closed by slides (S) or the like, the shield being also provided with removable 
and adjustable shoulder-pieces (10) and distance pieces (11), substantially as 
and for the purpose described. 

Z. An armour shield uccording to Claim 1, comprising vortical supporting 
15 rods (12) which are slidable in tubular guides or the like, and struts (13) 
partially slidable in vertical direction and foldable against the inside of the 
shield, so that the shield can be employed as a stationary screen, substantially 
as described and illustrated in the actum paiiying drawings. 

3. An armour shield according to Claim 1, comprising supporting rods (18) 
20 conuected by means of joints to the upper and lower edge of the shield, so as 

to support the shield lying with one of its longer sides on the ground, sub- 
stantially as described and illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 

4. The. combination of parts forming the improved armour shield sub- 
stantially as described and illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 

g5 Dated this 10th day of March, 1915. 

HEKBERT HADDAff & Co., 
Agents for Applicant, 
31 & 32, Bedford Street, .Strand, W.C., London. 
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